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Plane crashes in yard, kills two
By LORI McGINNIS

LINCOLN, Neb. -- A single-engine plane clipped a corner of a roof, crashed into a residential yard and burst into flames, killing two of the three people on board, officials said.
The left wing of the Piper Cherokee hit the roof of a residence Tuesday afternoon, went through a chain link fence and into a pile of firewood before it caught fire, said Detective Sgt. Robert Marker of the Lancaster County Sheriff's Department.
Advertisement
The dead were identified as Willis Albert Waas, 64, Kansas City, Mo., the pilot, and John R. Jacobson, 60, Overland Park, Kan., the co-pilot.
Passenger Bradley J. Baumgart, Prairie Village, Kan., was in serious condition at St. Elizabeth Community Health Center with injuries sustained in the crash. His age was not available.
One witness said Baumgart told her the plane's cockpit was on fire before the crash and the pilot was attempting to return to the airport. The Federal Aviation Administration was investigating the crash, and a cause had not been determined late Tuesday.
The bodies of Waas and Jacobson were pinned in the wreckage for about two hours. Baumgart climbed out after the plane crashed.
'The plane exploded on impact,' said Pat Miller, who was moving into a nearby apartment. 'The whole front of the plane was on fire.
'The plane split in half and he got his seat belt undone and jumped out through the fire,' she said of Baumgart's escape.
Witnesses said it appeared the plane developed engine problems while flying over Memorial Stadium and the pilot was attempting to return to the airport.
The plane had taken off from the Lincoln Municipal Airport and crashed about two miles southeast of the airport, authorities said.
Lancaster County Attorney Mike Heavican said the plane was en route to Kansas City. He did not know what the men were doing in Lincoln.

