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A aénﬁaiagy of Some of the Descendants of William
Varney of Ipswich, lsss. 1649

and more particularly of his son Humphrey Varney of

000

Chapter 1.

The Barbadoes Tradition.

The 1ittle 1sland of Barbados in the West Indies, which
a seventeenth centry historian called "ye orown and Fruit
of all ye Carriby lelands", is about the size of the Isle
of Wight, and lies far out in the Atlantic Ocean, the eassternmost
nf the Windward Iglande, on a direct line of noean travel
between Europe and South America, It 18 the oldest British
colony in the Wew World and the inhsbitants have glwave been
very proud of their ataunch allegilance to the English Crown.

Like the other West Indies Islande 1%t had been visited
during the sixteenth centry by Spanish navigators and claimed
by right of discovery for the Spanish Urown, but in the wild
rugh for the Inca gold of South America its potential possi.
bilities had heen overlonked,

In 1837 the corew of the English ship "0liva"? returning
from South Americs, landed on the island, and finding it
uninhabited, promotly took posseéssion in the name of King
James 13 upon their return to England, the (aptain, John
Powall, reported his discovery to @iy William Courteen, s
merchant of London, who organized a voluntary joint stock
gompany mnder the name of *Courteen and Associastes® to
promote a settlement; during the next two vears from sixteen
to eirhteen hundred emigrants went onut to Barbados,

On July 2, 1837 the Earl of Csrlisle was granted a
patent covering "all the Carribean Islands from 8%, Zustatiue
to Barbados®, He osrpanized a trading company also, which under
the name of "QOarliele and Rawdon" sent out settlers, for a
humber of yeare intense rivalry existed hetween these groups.

The story of the (Qarribbean for the first fifty vears
of the geventeenth centry is one of romantic adventure with
pirstes and buccaneers in the grezt strugple of Dutch, Danes,
English and French to break the power of the Spaniard in the
Went Indies.

The ecolonization of Barbados was pure a commercial venp
ture,; promoted for nothing more than financial gain. O0Older
historians have been inclined to subdue this motive 4o the
relipious; one; neverthelees the sounder view ig that the
gsettlers who came to Yarth American shores in the seventeenth
century, came in the hope of bettering their worldly condition,
and were just as much ploneers and as muoh moved by the same
impulses az those of a later date whe trekked across the
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Alleghenays to have their part in the "winning of the Wepst*,
not to stop until the last frontier was reached on the
shores of the Pacific Ocean., To quote Prof. Charleg ¥, Andrews
in hie late book* "The COnlonial Period of American History";
*0ould we penetrate the minds of the humble folk among them
whose thought have remained unrecorded, the followers not the
leaders in the great migration.we should doubtless find that
the burdens and necessities of 1life determined their deoisions
quite as often ag did high ideals in government and religion.
That the great majority of them were religiousg in spirit and
submiseive to what they believed to be the will of God canw
not be doubted,; but discontent with the material conditions
surrounding them, wae always a witent influence leading these
meén and women to change their enfironment and to hope for
better things in other climes than there awn,®

The first settlers of the island engaped in the cultivation
of tobaceco as their principal source of livelihood, but upon
the inroduction of sugar cane from South America by some Porte
ugese Jews, and the zoil and olimate being found so well adap-
ted %o 1ts growth, the raising of ftobacco as a staple orop was
sbandoned, one agre of sugar cane was worth théree sores of
tobacoo and the island soon beadue becameé one vast sugsar
plantation.

The trade in molasses, sugar and rum with 014 and New
England and Virginia, increassed bv leaps and bounds; wealthy
families of England wade investmente in sugar plantations
and other branches of the sugar trade; the most prosperous
period in the history of Barbados had bepun,

: The relations that existed between these colonial possessgiones
during the seventeenth ceniry was more intimate than is gen-
erally supposed. The islands intended merely as the gtopoping

place for emigrants bound to Hew England often became prolonged

‘ablding places, lany of the New England settlers had broathers

or kinsmeén among the settlers at Barbados, while the exchange
of timber and salt fish for muscavade supsr and molaosese 1sid
the fortume of many & fortune at Salem, Boston, and Hewports
Barbados with the neighboring is8lands of Nevis, Antiguva and
8%, Kitte, were just as important factors in the growth snd
development of Znpglish colonismation as were New EUngland and
Virginia, :

0f the English origin of William Varney, our first Ameriocsn
ancestor, nothing of certainty is known! there is s tradition
that he came to Wew England from Earbados., Yhile thie has not
been proven, nevertheless, like all $radition, it und ubtedly
has some frundation in faot, and conaidering the close relatione
ship between Barbados and New England in colonial days,it is
very likely that the story is not wholly a myth.

The name Varney, or Verney ae 1t ie¢ usually spelled in
England, is found chiefly in Buckimhamehire where for centuries
Claydon Hause haa been the seat of the Tarls Verney; they were
a family of wealth with wide and varied interests, owning
plantations and having investments in Berbados, Duttng the reign
of Charles I, the head of the femily was Sir Zdmund Verney, a
Staunch Loyalist, and standard bearer to the king, who hereiod
ally lost his 1ife in the roysl cause at the battle of Tdpehilll
in 1848, He left six sons and six daughters, amone them a son
Thomas, or "Tom" as he is called in the family memoirs, the
problem child of the family. 1In hopee that reponeibility would
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improve his ways, he was sent out with a company of men to

manage -me of the family's plantations in Rarbados. But he peems
14i%e hie unele T4y Trancis Verney to have Jlssipated his means;

he returned to England leaving his company to shift for themselves
most @§ whon eventually found their way to Virginia or lew
England,

Tt 18 possible that voung William Varney, born sbout the
yvear 1800 could have been distantly related, and that he joined
the party to hunt his fortune in "far-flung Barbsdos." He may
not have founmd his fortune, but he found his wife, the widow
Bridget Parsons, who presumably with her husband and young
ohild had come out with the early setfiers to Barbados, Her
hushand died leaving her with a son, Jeffrey, who later became
2 #8lleto~dn and regpected cltizen of Glousceater, llass,
"dayage® states that 1%t ie as likely that Jeffrey Fsrsons was
born at Alphington, near Exeter, adjoining Topebam in Oounty
neven, where the name is extensively found. There ieg,also
tradition linking Jeffrey Parsom with Barbades, will¥ocumbed
to the charms of the young widow whom he married, snd pre-
sumably lived for some years on the ieland, where his ohildren
were born.

ome of the most difficult problems in genealogical
regearch 18 the identifiostion of the early emigrantewith
their %nglish homes and connections, :

when most of them left old England they knew the
geparation wae 4n be for ever; they were looking toward the ;
future, not to the paet, and amidest the stress and haxlhips ;
of a ploneer life, their old homes were soon forgotten, '

The late Onl, A.L.Varney of Washington, D.0. devoted
onnaiderablie time and effnrt to the investigation of the "Bar.
badne Traditisn®., Althoueh results were not so satirfactery
sg were hoped for, yet he becsme firmly convinced thst the
tradition was true,

have survived unlens 1t were based on something more than a
short stop-over in Earbados on heir vogsge to New England and
may well be conoceived to have a basis on some statement made
by Humphrey tn hie children, that he was born in Barbados,

Thie romancing may seem to be out of plage in serious
genealopgical work, but 1t adde & humen touch to the story
and furnishes a working hypothesie for future investipatore

Tt ig almost unbelievable that such a traditisn should |
into the history of the family.
E
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The "01d CUougints House" formally standing at the cormer
of ¥ain and ¥ineral ftrests, Ipswich, at one time occupled
by Bridget Varney after the death of her husband, Willlam 1,
and sold by her to Andrew Peters Wavember 3, 1863 :




- ¥Wi1liam Varney In Hew England

Although the gx&at date of William I Varney's coming to
Wew Enpland is not known, there is good reason for believing
that he arrived at Salem in the lsesachusetis Bay colony in
the spring of 1849, and settled in the nearby town of Ipewich;
bringing with him his wife Sridget, eons Humirey £34, and
Thonas ggﬁ, atep-son Jeffrey Psrsons, and daughter Rachel
~&ag with her husband Thomas Cooke,

His name is first mentioned on the publie records, in
the mimutes of an adjourned meeting of the "Ipswich Quarterly
Oourt® held 13.2.16848, at which time William Varney and Thomas
Cooke were given liberty to reside within the jurladiotion
of the Court.

The law at the time reguired all persons comeing o the
colony, 1f they were members of the puritan church and nthere
wise qualified, to take the FPreeman's Oath within six months
after their arrival, thereby becoming meubere of the body.
palitics, Othera not eldfible, on religious grounds, but who
were of good charscoter and behaviour, might at the discretion
of the maglatrates be permitted to remain ss Yinhabitants®,
but were not eligible to vote or have any voice in publie
a“fairs.

That he neve? to the Freemant's Oszth is sufficient
grotind for believing that he =as not a puritan, This is not
gurprising =8 the HRarbades ¢olony, which later wag to be
called by GCeorge Tox, the founder of Quakeriem,"the nursery
of the truth", was at this time a commercial asdventure, not
an attempt to found a "Commonwealth of the Saints of God" as
wag ¥asgachusetts. And although Willism Varney died before
the first Quaker missionaries reached NHew England shores,

a stirrving influence had been going on in the religioue thought
of the people of the island, during the timee of his residence
there, that was unoonsciously preparing the ground teo peeive
he YIncorruptible seed" of the Quaker lNesaage. ;

¥illia Verney spenfl the few remaining yeare of his life
quietly working at his trade*, He wes a respected member of the
community: one of the last acts of his 1ife was taking the in.
ventory with John Proaotor, of the estate of John Cogpewell, Jr.
who bhelong 4o a well known family of Ipewich, This was the
Jahn Proctor »f (hebhacon parish rhose daurhter Abigeil married
Thomas £ Varney, On August 5, 1892, »

*Just what this was ig not known, statement has been found that
he was a "pin maker"; thie may have had something to do with
boat bullding and meant that he was a wood warker or turner,
making the varions wooden pine and spires used on boate and
ships. | A considerable industry in building fishing boats and
gsmall coasting vessels had spréne up in Ipswich, so that it
geems mmlikely that thierfers to ordinary pins; thevi being of
light weipght, and comming in emall packages as well ag being
gsomewhat of a luxury, were probably imported from Engleand.®

Late in the Fall of 1653 William Varney died suddenly at
Salem, sbout 55 years of sge. Whether he was burided in the
0ld Charter Strest bupying ground at Salem, or in the Hillside
cemetary at Ipswich, is not known., There being no will, his




widow Bridpget was appointed to administer his estate, which,
ae he had 1ived in ¥ew England a short time, only, was
naturally not a lerge one,

Gourt 8.1-1554

Inventory of the estate of Willism Varney of Ipawioh,
degeased, tnken 1-1-1853-4 by George Cidding and John Coggewell:
2 flock beds and flock boulster Pds, 2 « 10n,
and 2 pillows
2 blankets, one sgheet and

other bedding 1- 12

his wearing sparell k. QR
bushells of wheat - - 18

2 pushells 1/2 of Indian corne e B

in Cumborments - - 5

in asxeg mnd tonles - = 15

a brase pot & frieing pan - - 31
houses and land 25 v

in cettell 22 - —w

in bookes - o B - Bd,
tatal Pds, 57 = 2B ~bd.
Debts owing from the estate Pds, 8.

inecords and fileeg of the Quarterly Court
of Tasex County, ¥ess.®" Vol, I, p. 338

Por aome yesrs Bridpei Varney continued 4o reside in
Ipswich; shortly after their arrival there, Thomas &F had been
bound ag an apprentice to Willism Barthiomew of Ipswich,
but Jeffry Parsons snd Humphrey X% probably lived at home
with their mother. In 1857 Jeffry married Sarah Vinson and
want to Gloneesterto live, and the following year Humphrey 11
1eft home, teking the northern trail that was to lead hinm %o
the Plsoatoqua region of New Hampshire which was to beoome the
grast gentral hive of the Varney faily. Beling now alone,
Bridpget sold her house, located =zt the corner of Main and
¥ineral Streetas in Ipswioh, November 2, 1663, It remained
standing wntil 1848, a quaint old house with thatched raof,
low hanging eaveg and walls plastered with corushed ¢lam shells.
Bridget went to Glouster to spend her last davs, presumably
with her dsughter Rachel Vinsom. In the fall of 1871 she
made z deposition as witness in Court that she was sbout
seventv-one yearg of sge, and on Havember 10, 1871 made her
will in whigh her son-in-law Willlam Vinson was named Executor.
She died Oectober 24, 1873,

The years nf her long pilgrimage were over, From the
day she had left her English home to ¢grnss the ges o the fair
island of Barbados, and after that her 4roublesd life in Vew
England, her 1ife had been hard but she had done her work well,
Jeffry Parsons wag prosperfig in Glouwcester, Thomas I wae
living a2t Chebacco parish in Ipewich, and Rachel had found
a comfortable home, Humphrey 11, attracted by the growing
1umber and milline industry at the falls of the Cochico in
Dover, Hew Hampshire, after marrying had established his
home on Dover Point, one of the most beautiful spots in ¥ew
Hempehire, He was to be the propenitor »f probadly 211 in
thiz country who bearthe name of Varney.




Inventory of the estate of Bridpet Varney tsken
Nnvember 21, 1672 by Thomas iillet and John Collins both
of Gloucester,

Two Cowes and two heifer calves Pds, 8
Wine sheep 3 - 108,
Two Swine - w 18
Three Almrs of Marsh at Bhedbaceo & » o
veding 1 =85
a Paire of sheeis w o 1B
wearting clothes 2 - 4
Linen ¢lothes 3 - e
box and Two loks - aw B
waole snd yearne 1 = o
old timber, veassels R
Debts oweing her 41 » 3
pde BB - 118

fRecords and files of the Quarterly Court
of Pemex Jounty, Mass", Vol, p.

#illinm I Varney: Probably born in England about 1800
and died in %alem, Masa. in the latter part of 1883, n.
perhaps in Barbados Bridget widow of Payesons, born in
1800 and died at Gloucester, Mass, Oct, a6, 1873

Ohildran probably born in Barbados:

Rachel IT b, eir, 1833 m. l8t. Thomas Cooke d. 1650
3nd, Joseph Langton divorced
sy 23, 1861
3rd, William Vinson, June 10, 1881
she d, at Gloucester, laass,
Feb, 15, 1708

Humphrey IT b, eir 1873 m. Sarah dsu. of "Zlder'Edward and
il Katherine (Reymonds) ftarbuck
widow of Joseph Austin of Dover,
H. H. Maroch 3, 1664 -~ he 4, at
-~ Dover in 1713,

Thomas II, b. oir. 1893 m, Ablgail dsu, John 8r, and Hartha
= Proctor of Ipswioch lass, he
- died st Ipswich Deo. 4, 1683
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This is not a copy bul an outline of that chapter,
It deals with Thomas Varney, the brother of Humphrey, of sur
line,

. It pives hie birth se Barbados in 1838, that he died
in Chebaoco, (Ipswich), Mass, Dea, 4, 1882, that he married
Abigall, the dauwgh®mf John and Yartha Proctor of Ipswich in
1%2%, that she was Dorn 168435 and died at Ipswigh lMarch 1
1732,

Thet® c¢hildren were )Martha, born 1686, msrried Smith,
also Abigail who married Josiah Burnham, ¥Mary born 1868
who married Thomas Choate, Rachel who married John Fellows,
Hannah and Thomas..

This Thomas the brother of Humphrey, according to the
Court record of March 1650 at Ipewich had been bound out ae
an appreatice under the name of Varney, describing him as a
gon of William.

Apparentily that Aid not last long for the Will of John
Hathy of Galem dated 30-1-1852 gives Thomas Varney, his
apprentice, by will to hiz son.in-law unless his parents
buy him out with 7 pds, which he had pald for him as an
apprentice. Apparently he was blought out,

a

The family must have later become aangr@%iaﬁaliatﬁ
far on the congregational analls at Essex, Mase, formerly
Chebacon 1t ie noted "Hade Vamev's tea partv was nne nf the
most enjoved episodes of the pagents held in the 350th
aniversé®y of the church®,

The chapter gives many thinge of interest to that line
in the family.

It mentions how the community belonged to a certain
parish and could not get s new preacher or build a new ghurch
without the oonsent of the town councel or the Cowrt: that
this Thomas Varmey and his communitv had to travel shout ten
miles round trip to go to ghureh at Ipswich and in Pebruary, |
1878 petition for suthority for & separste parish which wae |
first denied by the councel snd then by the Uourt with an
order "Chebscco men degist from all o in the matter® |
they then had slready lald the foundation for & small churech |
@ﬁi prepored most of the loge and lumber when that order wae |
made,

About three yesars later hie wife, Abigail invited in some
neighboring women who discovered that the order applied only
to men of Chebacco., Teh women quietly got men from outstde
that locality 1o come on a day set and spparently they built
the whole church or small meating house in a day or se, that
church was used by the Quakers fxem for a long time,

This Chapter also deals with the origin and development
of witcheraft., Apparently it did not get any of the Varneys
but 444 get some of thelr in-lawse who were executed on the




Ohapter 4 explaine Quakerism; that the noted preacher,
John Wise, was for a long time the head of their 1little ehureh.
Apparently they were very individuslistic and had no coreed,
priesthood or zsrent sscrement. It is apparently that in-
dividual feelings as to what was right and wrong.

They had no minister, at least in the early daysy &
gopy of & marriage ceremony of a May Varney dated April 17,
1745, =high i# an agreement about like the words of an
ordinsry minister in s marriage service, This was signed
by the contracting parties and nmumerous witnecses
present.




Hilmphrey Varney and the Quskers

“Humphrey ¥arney, the elder son of William and Eridget
Varney of Ipswich, Mass. is probably the common aneestor of
2ll persone in thie e¢nuntry st the pregent time who bear the
nane of Varney, Years of patdent resesrch and correspondence
g with members of the family in many states have falled %o

| iisalgaa any whose sneestry cannot with propriety be tracfed
] o him,

Presumably he was born in Barbadog asbout the yeszr 1238,
#ith bis brother,; Thomaz he was brought to Yew England by
his parents in 1848, and during his youth sppesrs 4o have
lived with them at Chebsocco. There is still preserved smong
the records of the Probate O7fice at %elem a refpeipt in
connection with the sgtate of John Coprewell,; Jr. of Chebacoo,
dated 20.2.1658 bearing Humphrey Varney's sutograph signature
antd that of Tlizabeth Cogrewell ae witnesses, This is further
evidence of the neighborly friendliness existing between the
Varney'se and the Coggswells in Chebacon parish, Recching |
hig najority in 1887 or 16858, he found the matter of jobs |
ag precsing then as it is today., He heard of adpportunities |
for empldyment at the saw mills on Powow river operated by |
William Osgood, and headed northwest to §alisbury, remsining
there at least until ¥Yov, 4, 16858, At that time he witnessed
ﬁﬁ}igreement between William Ospond and his parinere in the
mills,

While in Salisbuwry Varney may for the first time have
met "elder" Edward 9terbueck of Daver, W,H, ftarbuck was then
in Salisbury nepotisting with hie friends Thomas Maocy and
Tristram Coffin for a slwre in the joink stock company they
were promoting, for the purchse of the Island of Tantucket
from Thomes Mayhew of Hartha's Vinevard, and establishing
& permanent settlement on the island. The young Humphrey,
becoming attracted to the "elder", seems %o have returned |
with him to Dover, _

4% the tire Humphrey Varney came to TDover, late in
1858 or early in 1830, the 1ittle eettlement at Cotheco, as
compared with Boston, Salem, or Ipswioch, was like a lumbey
gamp, The lumber and milling industry, and the manufacture
of pipe staves, furnighed the livelihood for a larpge poriion
af the inhabltants, znd here he probebly found his emplovment.

The town records show that Humphrey Varney wae taken
in to the Towne Inhabitants 8-4.1858, Aes was custonary, he
was given a grant of land on Dover Weok and later the right
of Commonage in the ox and oalf pasture. IThen, on Sept.

9, 1858 he was taxed for the support of the mimister!

Hot far from where Humphrey Varney had his grant of
land on Dover Heek, lived Joseph Austin, one of the prosperous
young men of Dover, with hieg wife, Sarah, dawhter of "CUlder®
Tamard 9tarbuck, and a growing family. Joseph Austin died
guddenly in January, 16683, leaving sn establishment sppraised
at 470 - considerably larger than the averape st that time,
which was about 285, Here was & wodow with s nice 1little
proverty snd although 1t took courage and fortitude to aseume
the care and responsibilities of a wife and five smsll children,
Humphrey and the Widow Austin were married March 2, 1884
On the 11th of May "Elder" Starbuck confirmed to him the
trenty acres of land on Dover Neok - he had formerly given to
kie son-in-law, Jogeph Austin,




ter his death beg the
mey and was mnther of all

definitely 8
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: from his conversion to Quakerism, the most potent
influence in the 1ife of Humphrey Varney, undoubtedly was

his association with Tdward Starbuck and Caph. Peter Uoffin,
The "Tlder” was a man of such strong will and dominant person
ality, that, being with Humphrey a common ancestor of all the
Yarneys he is deserving of more than psssing notice, A

specisal chapter will be devoted to bim.

At the "destruction of Cooheco” by the Indians on
June 27, 1889 the Quaker settler down on Dover Neck were not
maleasted, There is s tradition that Humphrey Varneyj by
adhering to his Quaker prineiples in his dealings with the
Indians, had geoured their respect and friendship so that
none of his fawmily or his property was allowed to suffer
harm, Humphrey Varney made his will Sept. 17, 1713 and it was
proved June 30, 1714, This shows that he died between these
two dntes., His wife Sarah survived bim, but probably had
died befaore 1731 as she is not mentionsd at the time Peter
compromised with the surviving Austin Heirs,

Humphrey (Willlam) Verney.

Prabably born in Barbades about 1838, died in Dover,
4.E. bet. Sept. 17, 1713 and June 3, 1714, married Harch 3,
1884, sarah {9tarbuck) Austin dau, "Elder” Edmrd and Katherine
{Reynolds) 2tarbuck snd widow of Joseph Austin of Dover, W.H.

4, baefore 1731,

Ohildren: 18% born at Wantucket, othersborn in Dover,
1. John b, Bept. 5, 1864 - 4, Aug. 14, 1888,
3, Peter b. Mareh 29, 1888 - 4, 1732 lMarried:

lst, Elizabeth s
2nd widow Sarsh Norto

gu Jt}ﬁégﬁ hiﬁ&%% g} igﬁ?g _— e Q!’Qb¢ do ?i

4, Abigail b, July 10, 1688 - m, "m. Blackdpne

5. fhenzey . cir. 1872 4, Yov, 1753 m. Mary
ptis dau, Stephen and Mary (Pitman)
Otis.

6. John . widow Susanna (Bussey) Otis,

d, May 1718. no ¢h,
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Por nearly ten years after 1833, when Sdward and Williem
Hilton, with their company of fishermen, set up their racks
and stages for drying and salting fish at Dover Point, the
11ttle settlement, 1f suoh it may be callsd, was nqthlng
more than a fishing station.

Perhans 1t wasnant even ocouplied the year round, Edward Hilton
obtained a patent to a considerable tract of land on Yarch

12, 1830, and soon dispossed nf s large portion to Capt.

?haﬁaﬁ Tiggin and Lords Say and Brooke in England, They
asppointed Capt. Wiepin as their regiﬁﬁmt arent, who shortly
thereafter made a trip to Tngland for the purpnse of promoting
the enterprise and seouring new ﬁﬁﬁtiﬁrﬁ, In this he gucceeded,
and was able %n persuade gbout thirty families from the west
of England to meke the preat sdventurei"some of them were of
good estate and 8f some account for religion®: some ef-dbsu.
zape-of proved of no sceount.

Edward Starbuck, horn in TNerbyshire, in 1805, came with hise
family to Yew Tneland about 1835, Xnowing hie associations
and religious beliefs, one can reasonably assume that he lived
in Boasgton for a tine, snd then embraced the religious tenents
of Anne Hutohinson, and with John Wheelwright was among those
whe took the northern trail at the time of her banishment.

He came to Dover in 1840 a8 agent for Vslentine Hill, a
merchant of Boston., Evidently possessed of some means he

goon becgame engaged with Major Richard Taldron and Oapt.
Thomas Wiggin in lwmbering and milling operations at the falls
af the Onchicho river, He 18 a nniqué fipure in early Vew
Hampshire history. Reputed to have been a big man, with

a gcommanding presence, he sonn established for himself g

high reputation for honesty and integrity in business.

Eein? # atrong and independent he inevitably csme into
‘gonfliet with hie swrroundings. There ig ne reagnrd of when

he wag chosen Tdler but % must have been when the gtsr of

Hr, Ennllys was in the asseendant and the Bapiist bloe in the
church was in control, Having once secured the title he
alwaye retained i4.

Tew Hompshire having now agreed to cowe wnder the jurisdiction
of dsasachugetts, Starbuck was chosen as ﬁgpnﬁy tn the (enersal
Unurt at Boston in 1843, Refusing to £d, he wan fined forty
ghillines for three weeka' szhsence, Here his independent
nature segserted itself; he had refuged hecnuse the $own had
made no provieion for hieg exvense money, TFor doing this the
town was duly admontished by the coloniszsl authorities at
Boaton., The monay fortheoming, he completed &% his term,

At nther times Starbuck was entrusted with publie busineas;

in 16848 he was appointed "to survey the writinge, both publie
and private, found in the cumtody of ¥illiam Waldron, the
lated recorder, and separate such public repisters aahnlaﬁg

tn the Oourtes at Piscafaqua from his private papers.” This
war the Firet ealdd classification of the New Hampshire re-
corde, The same vesr he served another term as deputy

to the Gensrasl Court,

was ”sinfa& rhis %1fa his c=Re was r&f@r,aﬁ”ts the (kneral




gourg at Boston.\ Capt. Thomak Wiggln - gdwar h »
ted to take\ testimony, ag 1t was too ar fo {tnee
at that seagon of the vaar. The &dl HBlder
A influential ‘tonnections in Boston, for)

y was quashed and nothing more heardiof it. A \
he regsrds \and resding Detween the 1ines sustains

Tdaward Starbuck was snon to feel the teeth of this law, the
passage of which, undoubtedly, he sirongly opposed, His vote
on the "baptism" bill had rendered him unpopulsr with fhe
Puritan perty, and possibly he may have been rumming for
re.clection! On August 3, 1848 the Grend Jury presented
#glder" Laward Starbuck for Ydistrubing the peace of the
aghureh and for refusing to joiln with it in the ordinance of
Baptien®y for which he was adménished by the Court and
disohsrped, The law wag a naw one, and the authorities were
probably s%111 unesriain just ~hat the result of 1ts siriet
enfargenent would dbe,

Hawever, even then politics and relipion were nod glliowed to
interfere with business; in 1850 Edward diarbuck enterad into
a partnership with Capt. Thomas Tigein to establish a2 saw
mill 2t the second falle of the Cochegho River.

Apparently, in 1858, with ammber of the lsading men in Salisbury
¥acg and Coffin(?) became interested in promotine a stock

gompany for the purchase of the ialand of Wantucket from

Tnomas layhew of dartha's Vineyard, and foundimges settlement
rhere aonditions would be better to their liking. “uking one

af his tripe to Salisbury, Tlder “tarbuck was persuaded by

Thomas Msoy to beécome a shareholder in the enterprise, and

at & meeting of the proprietors held Feb, 2, 1659 he was

taken in as a menber, In the spring Tristram Coffin made &

4¢7ip to Msrtha's Vineyard to negotiate with Thomas Mayhew

for its purchase, snd look over the ground to determine ite

guitability Tor settlement, He wae satiefled, and the deal

wag oonsmated July 3, 1888, for a consideration of thirty

pounds in money and "two Beaver Hatts", one for himeelf and

ene for his wife, The purchasers slso had to secure confirmatory

ia@ﬁa4frgg the seven hundred Indians who then inhabited the
gland,

That sutumn Thomee Yaocy with hie femily, T"dward Starbuok ,
James Coffin, & vounger brother of uncle Peter, and Isaac
Goleman, & boy, embarked from Sallsbury for Hantuckst in an
open boat to commence a settlement, The atory of this voyage,
with certain allowsnces for poetic liocense, has been beautifully
told bv Thittier in his poem "The Txiles", Triatram Coffin
Adigersetly remsined behind in Salisbury and let the others

try 1% out for the winter, Tdward Sgarbuck returned in the
gpring with glowing reporis, to intereést new getilers and

elore up hig affairs in Dover, His wife Katerine fevnolds of
wales who had gome with him $o New Ingland, apparently had

dded as her name ig not mentioned on the Nantucket reoords,

His two older daughters, Jarah and Ablgail, were comfortsbly
anrried in Dover, and his other children well grown up. iHad
Katherin been living 1t is doubtful, if et her age (she was

panst £ifty) she would have consented to bresk up her long
estahlished hom in Dover to commence life all over again on

g barren "seal girt isle”,




Cogheghc hoults. geeﬁa sné aa%tlﬁ;
ffin, qn‘,yl rned to the island to u&&a :
: Al 1€ enial 18 opl (%), RHis ﬁﬁﬂﬁ
isthanie b rs of age, and Jethro,
,»&ntiy éraun@a in 1&5&, and hiﬁ daughter Dorcas, who
married 7illiam Gaver of Yantucket, accompanied him. Ppesessged
of nnueusl gifte for dealing with the Indians William proved
%o be of greast usefulness in aatﬁbiishimg taﬁ ﬁtin%sining

dipnzatatishahdpui Shiskananwey-b Bakna. i
friaudly relationship with the aﬁ*ﬁn hﬁhﬁr&é nati#&: thaa
living on the island, Nickanoose, one of the Bachsms, "out
of voluntary love and affection" for fdward Starbuck gave
him *Coretue™ , but just what waes the value of this long
narrow sand bar is hard to understand.

Edward Starbuck Adied March 4, 1880 st the age of eighty-aix
yvears, Yot only wag he a common ancestor of all the Varneys,
but through his son Hathaniel was the promgenitor of a long
1line of seafaring men that furnished many masters of whaling
vessels and captaing of Yankee COlipper shipe carrying the
stare and stripes to the most remote corners of the earth,

It was a Hantugket whaler found the last survivors of the
fuutiny on Bountv* at Plteairne Island in 1808,




leave des

 and Peter the only sons of Humphrey Varney
gendents, the Varney family tree, like a giant elm,
dividee itgel?l 1 . two main b 8, the ¢lan of Zbenezer
and the clan of Pater, Tntil recently it has been erroneoully
believed that Thenszer was the eldest son of Humphrey by

a first marriage with an Tster Starbuck (who 1y

never existed), and that he and Peter were but half brothers,
by mothers who were sisters by blood., The disgovery of &
deposition made by Fbenezer in 1727 wherein he states that
he was then about fifty-five vears of age, fixes the year of
hie birth at asbout 1873, and coneclusively proves that he wae
nnt the eldegt son, and that he and Peter were full brothers,
c¢hildren of Sarah Starbuck,

About the time Pumphrey and fsrsh returned to Dover from their
sojourn in Wantucket, Wew England Quakerism was beling grectly
gtimilated and encouraged by the presching of Jehn Buwn
Burnyeat,(?) a traveling minister from England, "a gentle
gpirit and a powerful preacher who had been brought into the
Snclety of FPriends in 1853 through the ainistry of (George
Pox®, %ith him was Willisr Tdwundson, one of the most
successful fpublishers of the truth" in Earbadoes and the
southern colonies, fresh from. his religious debate with

gtout old Ropger Williama in Rhode Island, which $ilt ap-
parently had resulted in a drawn battle mnd was gatisfnotory
to everyone interested., There was really a Quaker revival
{1f Quakers ever had revivals i} it may very well have been
then that Humphrey ond Sarah, yielding to the persussive
wrping of the "inward volce® entered into full felldwehip
with the fogiety.

Intoe this tense atmogphere of Uuaker enthuaiasm 1ittle
Ebenezer was bofni nothing of his early 1ife is known, excepd
that he was reared in z pesceful orderly Qusker home, snd
repularly, with his parente attended the weekly neetings for
worship on Piret Day, and often listened in open.eved wondey
to the testimondy of traveling ministers from far-away
England snd Barbadoes, At that time the business and induetry
of the 1ittle town of Dover, centered gt Cochecho about the
mills ofilajor Waldron, the trading post and store of Capt,
Petery Coffin, a few dwellings end the fortified house of
Richard Otis, Here pershpps young Thenezer may have med
¥ary 0Dtie, his future wife, DBut little is known of her
irmediate family; she was a grenddsughter of Richerd Otis,
and with her two brothere was living with their parents
gtephen and dary (Pitman) Otis in their own home not far
from the Otis garrison house, Both houses were burned at
the time of the wnrisine, "hether her mother was slready
desd or met her desth &t the hands of the Indians 1z not
glear; there is no mention of her on the regords after that
time. DBefore ilsry could marry Thenezer she was fated to
endure gnme of the mest harrowing experiences to be found

in all the annels of Vew Sngland border warfare.

During the seventeenth and more than half of the eighteenth
cenltrys, tvo colonizatione existed aide by side on the Horth
American ocontinent, The English along the Atlsntic sesboard
and the ¥rench in the valley of the 8%. Lawrence in Canads.

Desplite their spllendid isolstion, these colonies in %he
Hew World could not avold the reperoussions of confliots




towards the end of the centry, &ﬁ& King p's
Hassaghuse tig had intensified feeling between %h& In&iﬁﬁt
and the whites, For fifty vears after the settlement of
Few Hampshire the people lived on friendly terms with the
Indisns, 2nd 1%t =a8 not until after the death of Phillip
that some of hie followers, emcaping ts theilr friende the
Permacnoks in Yew Hampshire, sowht $to arouse them to
hostilities,

The gettlers in the Plsoatagua region, realizing this danger
and the poseibility of raides from the French and their Indian
alliee from Canada, begsn to bunild "gerrisons®,

In June 1882, there were rumors of dsnger from the Indians,
Five rarrisen houseg affarded oproteotion far the penple of
Daver, thrae on the nath side of the river, Yaldron's and
Otis' and Heard'e at CGarrieon Hilli on the south side of the
river, those nf Peter Unffin and hie gon James, To them the
neichboring fanilies retired at night for safety., TIndiane
who were daily passing thouwrht the town, visiting and frading
with the inhabitants as they were gooustomed 4o 4o, observed
garelsgenese and neglipence in posting pusrds at nighty

gome of the people were ymeasy, but Waldron assured them
there wag no danger,

The garrison of Richard Dtis was next attacked; he wasg slain
gs he wasg coming downetairs, as was his gon Stephen, with
geveral others., The remaindar of the family wae $aken captive,
The barking of a dog awakened the imnmstes »f Heard's garrison
8t the hill in time and they were able to beat off the enenm

The Indians then eroased the river to Peter Coffin'se ?armiann.
Having no enmiffy torards him, they spared hig 1ife and |
the lives of hie family, and contented themselves with pile
laging the honse , compelling him to get out his money bags

and gontter the onine on the floor so they csuld gmuse them.
selves by scrambling for them. His son James had refused to
admit the squaws the night before and determined to defend

his house , but when they bronght out his father and threatened
£ k111 him hefore his eves, Filnlaffection avercame his
regalutinan and he gsurrendered after being promised guarter.
Bnath families were vut together into a degerted house 4o e
hald as prisoners, but =hile the Indians were dupy plundering,
thay agcaped,

This all shppened sbout midnight and exrly dawn of Jume 28,
18828, The mills and houses were burned, twenty.three nersons
were glsin, and twentyvenine itsken captive, As swiftily as they
had gome, the Indians with their prigoners znd plimder headed
narthward towards Canada, where their captives comld be

gold to the Prench. They fesred that they might not be

able to evade pursuit and eggape with all their prisoners,

and g0 they liberated a mumber of them at Conway in the
faothille of the White Hountaeins to £ind their way home ns
heat they could,

Humphrey Varney with his Tamily and the little group of
Quakers living only a few miles away on Daver ¥eck, swaited
their fate with fear and trembling but were not attacked,

It hag long been a matter of tradition that he always put
hies Quaker principles into practice in his deplines with

the Indians and had secured thelr respect and friendship,
With what anxiety must they have swaited news of the fate of
“imole® Peter Coffin and their £amfriends at Cochegho !




The g

toryd of R

fazily is of the despest interest to all members of the
Tbenezer olan of Varneys, At the time of the massacre he
‘was nver gixty years of and had been thrioc2z married. His

first »ife was Rose ton, sister of Sir Nicholas

gtow 1 of a titled ' 4sh family, and the mother of all
but of his children, His segond wife, Ghirah (?) @tarbuck ,
a daughter of Zlder TUdwaerd Starbuck and widow of James Heard
left no issue, His third wife was CGrizet Warren, daughter
pf James Warren of Xdttery, He., & voung woman of szbout half
his age, who bore him two children, After sacking the
7aidron garrisgon the Indisns turned their attention to the
fortified house of Richard Otis nearby. As has been said,
he was ghot when the house was first attacked, and his son
Stephen and wife were slain; his son Hichard was wounded and
1ittle Harmsh, the child of his old ame, then two years old,
had her brains dsshediout against the chamber stains. His
young wife "fGrizet” with an infent child a few months old,
at lesst three nf the older daughters, and the children of
hig son Stephen were capiured., The nlder daughtersg and
atephent's daughter lMary, who afterward married Thenezer Varney,
ware among those released at Conway. #lthough the 0Otle
family were not members of the Society, they were girongly
pympathetic to Quakeriemi doubtless liary Otls sought refuge
among the 1itile group of Friends on Dover Neck, 5She soon
married Thenezer, about twenty vears of age,

i few veare ago during some sireet-grading operations in
Dover, the cellar of the Otis garrison house was discovered
and pileces of charred timbers, fragments of glams mnd crockery,
braken tobzeoco pipes, and some bones of & small ohild,
{preswmably those of 1ittle Hannd whose brsins had been

dsshed aginat the stairs) were found, These are now preserved
in the "Dam" parrison housze at the Woodman Institute at

Dover,

After the blooB lust of the Indiang had been saticfied, the

survivers were pathered into smell groups preéeparatory for the

long journey through the wildernese to Cansda. The French

encouraged their Indisn allles to treat the captives us

well as they could, snd pald a reward for sll those brought

gafely to M-ntreal or Quebeg where they cgould be held for |

rangonm, The story of the "Redeexed Captives" has often been

told, but the hiectory of those who remained in CUsnada is no%

gn penerally knewn., Probably fewer than fiftygercent of

the capiives taken to Canada in the in the border warlare

during the seventeenth and fhe first half of the eighteenth

centuries were ransomed or voluntarily refurned to their |

01d homes, The yourger children were placed wmder the care |

af the nune in the aonvent schools, 4ua and the men and ‘

anmen Aistributed gz housheld servents among the weslthy |
families of Uontreal.

The carefrse 1ife among the French, who, as Rebecoca(?) said,
weye Yfond of dsneing and light winee", found a response in
1ives coramped by the narrow confines and the puritan atmos-
phere of ¥ew Inpland frontier life (®). The "Bright lights®
of the 1ittle oity of lantrenl, the pusic, paintings and
golorful impresasive ceremn—ies of the (atholiec church amwakened
a latent lonring in these souls for the beautifnl in art and
music., It was easy Tor them to vield %o the persuasion of
the priests snd nuns and embrace a new faith, to marry and
make mew homes and live out their lives in an alien 1o,
SGome of them sttained positions of grent esteemd in their
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‘aunt* and he kindly saluted his dear brother and "all yo'r

2 g Gl y j . TOe
e, , grandaunght w. John Theely rother
cf Arne Hutchinson and the founder of Exeter, 1, H. Taken
gaptive to Canada whené five or six years of age and edunoated
by the mums, she took the veil and under the name of "la

mere dtenfact Jesus" was lather Superior of the Ursiline
Convent at Quebeaq.

5L

“henegzer Varney and Mary Otis appear to have been mafried in
1892, st about the time his uncle Thomas in Ipewiteh was in
peril of his 1ife from white witch hunters as oruel and re-
lentless as the uniutored savages of the wilderness, The
irhabitante of Dover having become sgattered far and wide

in their flight for safety were glow about returning to the
rements of thelr old homes., The Indian troubles had des
troved all landmarke and boundaries so that titles to much

af the properity were in dispute for many years, Thenezery
ghout 1898 took possession of some of the Otis estate under
title inherited from hig father-in-law, Stephen Otig who hed
been slain in the massacre, Here he bullt the houre long
known se the Varney-Ham house, yet standing but in such
altered condition as to be almoet unrecognizable, He then
took steps to strengthen his claims by deeds from the other
heirs, On Oct, 1, 1710 Stephen O%ig of "kebeok in Csnada”
known as "Jogpeh Marie Autesfoonveyed to his brother Vathaniel
{sirnamed) Paul Otis o YHount Royall" hie right and title in
¥ew England "¢o houses, lands and other goods whatsoever he
owning® as & pood, perfect and asbeolute estate of inheritance
in fee simple”. Inl714 under the rame of Paul Hotesse he and
his wife Marie Elizabeth quit-claimed to brother-in.law
Theneger Varney all their interest in this properfy. FPaul
0tis of Montreal in 1725 wrote a letter to his "dear sister”
uary Varney, (whom he gould not elearly reassmber) in which
nhis grandmother (Grizet) sent regarde, and his 1little children
wished to be remembered to "their desr uncle and their deesr

Dear Family snd 3ll my kindred"., This letter sugrests that
Ehenezer may have made & trip to Canada to obtain these deeds,
snd there meit his French nephews and nieces and other
relatives by marriage.

Ebenezer was engaged in land transactions, soquiring other
property in the wicinity of the Gerrison Hill house;'alsc in
Roghester, After the immediate danger from the Indians was
over, the settiers began to push inland in search of bettey
faruing snd more timber for the growing trade with the Testd
Indies, In 1732 the new town of Rochegter, N. H. to the
northward was chartered by the governor, Ibenegzer Varney
swned thirtvefive shares in this venture, and hie brother
Peter twenty.nine shares. Huch of thie Rochester property
wag vetained by Ubenezer wup to the time of his death, and
was distributed among his ohildren under his will., A leading
man among the Quakers, his name appears on the (uaker records
and on petitions to the Lepislature respecting the opposition
of their members tn taking oaths in court, snd their refusal,
when appointed constables, to cnlleet the tax for the support
of the orthodex minisiry.

But the pleasant part of Hary's life must not be passed

aver, After the tragic experiences of her girlhood ghe
succesefully brought up a family of thirteen ghildren %o

foar the Lord and to honor and obey their father and mother
in an orderly Guaker home where "yea was yea and nay was nag" .




?baaézgr Varﬁeg ; !
ranked smong the w@aithy men 4
at that period. As Zbhenezerds Bﬁnﬁ marr ,
of their own, and prc:umtbly he pave his daughters dawries
of money, as azll they are given under hie will is the house-
hold goods to be equally divided among them. It is a
matter of repgret that the inventory of his estate 1s wmissing
from be fileg of the Probate Courty however, the will in
iteelf is enfficient evidence that he was poseesged of a
large property at the time of his death, IHarv had died before
he made hie will, Oet. 23, 1783, ‘"Being advanced in vears
and e wrolsed »ith Bodily Infirmities® he bequeathed to ezch
af hie gone land in Dover, sums of money, and 2 seventh partd
of the great tracts of land in Rochester., Pawul was named
Txeoutnr snd was bequeathed the homestesd st Garrison =111,
=ith the »rovieion that he pay his brothers certain speeified
zmounte of money out of the sstate., The old patrisrch forsaw
thet the division of such a large property among ag many sons
and daurhters and sons-in-lsw and dauvghters-in.law might
resnlt in ddspute, He realized that even thowpgh they were
Quakdra, they were human, and fareegsw possible atitenpts to
invalidate the will, In chsracteristic Quaker fsshion he
provided in each dbequest that should the beneficiary negleot
s refuse to releapse tn the axeoutor all right and $itle he
had or supposed he had in the h-mestead and builldings given
to hiz son Paul the sxecutor, then the entire lagaoy =ndd
reverd to Paul and as exeoutor Paul was released from paying
ther any of the money out of the eastate, Fere wae a plain
cane of "take 1t or leave 1t%, and from what we nnw they
decided to tske it, He evidently was oritically i1l at the
time he made the will, for 1% is sipned with his mark instead
nf hie usual sirnature, He died within a month »f the will,

5 1ittle over eighty yeare of age and as with M.ses, the
patrisrch of ald, *no man knoweth hie sepuliore until this day.?

Thenezer (Humphrey, Tilliem ) Varney:
Born at Dover, W. H. Cir. 1873 dled at Dover Wav, 17533
¥, eir, 1892 Mary dau. Stphen snd Mary (?itwan) Otis of Dover.
ghildren: bornnin Dover
¥aryd b, 4-6.1893; 4, 8.18.1735 m. Wm, Horn 10.17-.1713
Sarah b, 2.10.1895 m, lat Sanuel Caskill of Salen, }Mass

2nd Yichael Zennard 10.31-1734
Sephen b, 8-7-1897 4, 3.31.1771 m. Merey Hanson 8.7.1721
Abigail bo. 3.11-1829 4, 3.3.17688 n, Tm. Torge Jr. 0-15.1724
John b,11.158.1701 4, eir, 1772 » Sazrah Robinson 3.268.1733

Thenezer b, 2-21.1704 4, 11-.30-1778 n 18t Tlizabeth Hanson 12.34.1729 |

Znd Lydia Twisd of Salem
1784 no oh,
Wathaniel b, 1-17-.1708 4, 8.8.1778 m Content CGaskill (*)
at Salem, ilass 1737
Thomas Y. 3.7-1708 m. Dorothy Msréin
Judith b. 2.11.1710 . Tobias Hangon 13.37.1728
Samuel b, 2.2.1712 4/ 10.18.1758 n. Mary Varney 4.3..1738
¥artha b, 1=-18-1713-14 m, Jahn Tronbly 3e-10-1734
Paul b. 1-18.1715 .18 4, 1.19-1¥82 m, at Smithfield
Elizabeth Mursey T-2.1742
Anne b, 5-8.1718 d. 1780 mu. Selomon Hanson 13-2-1741

Yn giﬂa&s where I have used the spelling LiBehessl.
"Cocheoo® for the river at Dover, altho, that spelling is
used socnewhat st the gresent time it mayv be better to use
*Ohchecho" , the form mare freguently used,

In the old days it seemingly was pronounced, according

to the phonetic spelling in John Varney's will, as thaugh sgallaa

*ohegker®, H.0. V.




The middle of the e ‘ ;
the varnays living in and around i :
liochester W, H. The hundred years g £l
with the eivil and church suthorities for thg xight T
live in the evlonies in their own way was nearly over, Iy
the gheer force of peraistence they had overcome bipotry

and prejudice; thelr honest industrious lives had won re-
cognition by the community, and their increading nusbers the
attention of the politicians,

Laws had been passed relleving Quakers from taking the
custonary oaths in court and permitting them to make "solemn
affirmation®inetead: except that in gqualifyving for public
offige the oath was vet required. Although they were willing
to take part in public affaire, and were not ummindful of the
involvemente of publiec office, still they could not be induced
to depart from their convictions. "Jwear not at " was a
Diving command snd mesnt exactly that and nothing eise,

Ta gecours the removal of this last impediment,; a petition
wezg presanted tn the provinelal Assembly in 1738 by Ebenezer
Yarney and John Conney in behalf of the Quakers of Dover.

%Ye the people comonly salled Juakers in this province
when weé are chosen in any office in town affaires and
are notified to sppsar before som magistrate to he ,
Yualified for ye true performance of our duly in such
office we are Required to Yualify bv an oath whieh is
eontrary to our principle snd that which we cammot
gnnform to tho we sufer greatly for 1t notwithatanding
we are willing %o serve our Respective towns andhave
sought to be Jualified as we been in other causes,
altho we do not desire the pennalty should be any
whit less upon us if we be unfaithful in such office
than 1f we serve w»ith an oath. We huebly desire that
you be pleassed to consider of this matter and provide
gome way by vhich we mayv not be imposed upon &s
aforesd, so shall our pravers be to ye Lord for vou
that he may direct you to do Justice and Equity, We
reéasin vour Loving fPtends., Oigned on bebalf and by
order of our ¥anthly Heeting held at Dover on yve 17
day of ve 2nd mo. 1738,

 Ebenezer Verney John Canne »
The petition was granted April 236, 1738,

How far the Juakers had progressed in their struwgle
for recognition ia reévesled by a petition covering this matter
presented to the legislature in 1731 by Peter Varney and John
Garney, appesring for the Dover Jusksrs,

Dover the 28%h of ve 2nd mo. 1731

To Jonathan Belcoher Zaqr. Governer and Commander
in Chief {under God) in and over ye provinses of ve
“agsachusetts Bay and Wew hamsbalr in Jewerngland and
gg ye gaﬁaaﬁl and House of Represantatives 1ln Fewhamshalr
- ﬁfﬁ# g e

Wherens Ye ye people Oomonly called Quakers did
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Requesting that we might no ¢
_are Chosen Jonstables to gather the taxes or
at are from time to %ﬁ-»apat-nﬁi;pon the
... itrain T

e
Winadn TR g
i

-

not 2ot thereon.--We do therefore I Grave 1 "
would be pleased to consider of this matter for altho
we are exemped in ye Law from payving any pari of

- proportion of sguch taxes or assesments yet nevertheless
we are Required when we are Chosen Conetables to Leve
and Golleet ve name of othersy whereupon we have been -
and are Likely to be wundey great sufferings nolwithe ‘
gtanding we Nafuge not neither do we desire to be exeupd
from gerving CUonstsbles in sny other part of the
a?fice whatsnevere Te desire that you would be plensed
to pasg an aot by which we may be Relieved from heing
Gompeled or Required to Ao that which is Contrary to
nur principles Relating to ye matter sbove mentloned
which 1ig the humble Requeat of vour friende Comanly
Caled Quakers,

Signed on behslf and by arder of ve Jnocigty

afnrenmentioned,

FPeter Varney Jahn Canne

The first Varney %o "go west" was Wathaniel -~ Hathanielse
“henszer, About 1779 he and his wife, Mary Touthwick of
falem, emipgrated to the "Oblong", a narrow sirip of land
long in dispute between ¥ew York and Commegticut lying in
the szatern psrt of Dutchese County ¥W. Y. where Priends
meetings were slready emtablished,

while these migrations were largely the result of

gconnmic conditiong, they were slso osused by a desire to
maintain their sociéty in its virginal purity; too many of
thelr children were narrying cutside the confines of the
meeting snd becoming lost to Quakerism. ¥eturally their
gteps wouild be led to plseed places where the message had
already bheen preached end & sympathetlc atmosphere was 1o

found, Thus many of the Varrney name became plonesrs of
the "pine tree state, The later emigrétion pushed 1is way
up the valley of the Kennebeog, setfling in Brunswick,
Vassallbore, Skewhegan and other parts of the stste, 1In
1zter vears many of them slso heard the csll of the grent
Tegt, reversed their course, traveled back over the old
trailes out inte the new gountry to have their share in the
wirming of the West,

S

i At the end of this chapter it pointe out certein
%éf&»/f Vsrneys who were in the Rewvolutionary Yar,
Yy ©

He 1iste seversl with their compeny affiliations but
none seem to be in my direct line, Ye refers to lass,
gnldiere snd sallors in the war of the Revolution Vol.

XV page 201w310 wewws N, H, Revelution War Rolle Yol.
1Y page 435, also Vol., I page 230,wmmw= H,Y, in the
.\R@?ﬂluti@ﬁ page 208
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1. Wibigsil
11. Jeredizh, b

g
T1I. Cbenezer, b.{,.. 4, 8=13-18 oty M soe’
Ya j?iﬁhﬁlaa ""“ ‘:g”“‘g}ﬂ‘}-?ég ﬁ§m#w ve I8, ﬁm‘yg é&ﬁﬁ gm m‘
' 4 Patierice (Caff) Tstes
vI. Susannal’ b, 5-20-1744 m. 11-238-1758 Benjamin Austin Jr,
7/ and repioved to Falmouth, Maine,

Bovees A, 11.32.1780 m, Miriam, dsu., Thobias and
4 Hannah/ (Bewyer) Haneon,
YITY., #engon, B......s &, A0.20.1815 m, ZLlizabeth, dau,
%{ijah and Menitable (Veymouth)Jenkind
gaac, b. 4 mo. 1759 4, 8-33.1826 =, Lydia Hanson,
widgw of Aaron Rogers
¥4 Bannah b, 8.30-.1784 4. y.

wathaniel (Thenezer..Humphrey...¥illiam) Varney, born

in Deover, W, H. lw}.?ﬂvl’?{}%, d., 8.8.1778; n. gottent, dau,

n? Aamuel Gaskell at Salem, Mass., 31-8.1737, Ghe was ldving
as 1ate as 1777, when Content Varney of Verwick, ie. widow of
wathsniel, desded land to her son, Jilas Varney of liddletown
{new Tuftonmboro, ¥, H.¥ on Jume 10, 1777, Apparently about
780 ¥Yathanlel left Dover to ocoupy and improve some of the
1and in Rocheater left him by his father, Nathanlel Varney
and Oentent his wife, of "uiddlstown in Tufton" deeded land
on June 1-1788., His Children were probably all born in Dover,
the dssgendants of Nathaniel Varney may well cherish the meémory
af Content Gaskell, for she same of notable martyr stock in
the case of (uakerism.

Then Kary Fisher snd Anm Austin, after thelr imprisorment
in Boston, returned to Barbados they brought word that at
Salem there was a little group of "convinced worshippers”
walting for encouragement, Christopher Holden was at onee

dispatched to dakew, with John Copeland, On Bept, 31.1871,

he attempted to declare the message in the Salem meefing house ,
for which he and his companion were arvested and sent to Zoston.
Trirsy stripes aplece were given them with a three cor

knotted vhip which gut their flesh so oruelly that a woman
speatator fell in a fsint, They were then gonfined in

prison for nine weeks without a fire during a Wew England
winter.

Lawrence and Cassandra Southwiok, "a grave and spged
gouple® when i1t was found that they had entertained these men
as well as Ssmuel Shattuck, who later was to return with the
srindta Migsive®, and other (uakers, were sent prisoners to
Bagtan, Lawrence was turned over to the ohurch authorlties
far gorrection, while his wife (sssandra was imprisoned for
geven vedks and fined forty shillings for having in her
sopsession "a psper on fruth and the Seriptures.” the fSouthwicks
wepe apprehended, cstechised on "the sufficience of the light
within', whioh they admitted, and were put in the House of
aerrection. Thereafter they were constantly harried and fined
to the verge of poverty and finally banished from the colony.
This aged couple parted from thelir children, and with little
money and few possessions, the fines of the court naving taken
wueh of their estate, secured a bost and salled southward
along the coast (at asbout the time Thomas Yacy and Tdward
ctarbuck were making thelr memorable voyage io Jantucket)
Landing on Shelter Islsnd in Long Island Sound, they bullt
a 1ittle house and there passed the few remaining months of
their 1ives, The privations and exposures they experienced
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during the rigorous winter that
their sged and weakened hodies, a 4
spring, Lawrence's wife surviving him by three days €
Asughter, Provided, had already been made %o fee : neh

a? the laws against attending Quaker meestings by being fined .
and set in the stocks for one hour, She was one of the little

group from %alem that on the day William Robinson, Yarmaduke
ftephenson and Hary Dyer were to be eyecuted, went up to
Roston "being moved of the Lord® to look the bloody town in
the f=ce, bringing linen in whiech to wrap the bodies of those
whn were abaut to suffer, ¥ith the others ghe was instssionss
fmprisoned for two monthe =nd given t¥en stripes with the
1ash. *They had learned to obey the visitors which they
hvelieved were heavenly, and they had grown scouetoved $o go
straisht phead «hen the vnice which thev believed to be divine
gslled them

on the day thet Lawrenge and Csssandra Southwick,
wepe sentenced 4o banishment, the omunty treasurer was authorized
gt the sugrpestion of Captain Hathorne to sell thelr son
naniel, sped twenty-two, and theilr dsughtef Provided, aped , |
girhteen, to the English in Virginia or Barbadoe in order o |
pay the fines that had been imposed wupon them for giding
with the Quakers and absenting themselves from public ordinances,
81t no shipmaster anuld he faund who would execute the inhuman
srder. The two rematined in prison until the*Xing's Mission"
had done i4s work and were then 1liberated, Once more Wiittler
has turred to incidents in the early history of the Quaskers,
g8 subiect mutter for his poem "(egsandra Southwiek”(in which
for poetie euphony he has used the name of her mother, instesd
af her mwm name of Provided). 0On 30.180.1882 she married
famuel Caskell, and was later to be the hersic grandmother
of Content Gaskell,

Tend Thittierts poem "COospandra Southwiok"

Ohildren born in Dover, H. H,

1. Poatience, b, 8.15.1728 m, lst Joslah Rogers, July 22,
- 1748, settled at Hampton, wu. 2nd John Hoag
Deg, 22, 1758, of 2trathanm

1. Lydie b, 13-20-.1738 =. Isase Rorere B8.28.1751

313:; {}ﬁig hip*(“di yt

1V, Hezekiszhr D, 106381732 d....¢s04» m. Hannsh Rogers

?n ’?Qﬁﬁi h*‘(**#o* én Vﬂ g

VI, Margaret Y...... 8........ m, Abner Hosp, Mafy 24, 1758

VI, Xathaniel, B....x¢ uvvoees B, Hary Southwick of Halem

YIII, Otie D, ...ev.. A,4-4.1780 n, Yary Prye of Zkttery, Maine

1Y, Mlog, B.oereeas G, 8-1.0884 m, AnNE cemmomm—,

X David, Bcatnes

LY. Pethiah b........ 8 gb, D. in Spcerset, m, lat Danlel
Husgey Lad; m, 2nd, Jacob Tabor at Vassale
born, lMaine, 3.21.1789

{ &

Thomhe (Ebenesze ».vf»mmwmmm?%} Tarney: b An Dover,
W, H, 3741708, 4....L.., m. Dorothy Martin (B.Jan/ 27-1707)
oir.1738, ‘“Nover Friends! Records” /etate that she wasnot a

Genrgef and Iaabal.‘ﬁﬁaﬁle) dHartin/of Amesbury, jass, Her
granddother, Susayna Hartin, was jexeguted for witchoraft at
July 10, 1£93, "ehe was p strong mmﬁef y 8hort,
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, ®es, und her fate we ;ealté 3
ulous agéfgas us this, mang innogent persons WETE CONe
shth, Whittler hag/used her st as the basis of
Phe Witoh'e Daughtet®. Thomes VYdrney and bie wife
apparently lost three of théir ohildren'in the great epidemio
of *Thraet Distemper” th@ swept New England during the
3ev§ﬂtf n ﬁhir%t&a§ #

=" guid

ff The last part of this chapter referred to Quakers in

/tha nevolutionary Tar:; Quakers were the tvpe who objected to

5
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war, He gives a full list of Quakers in various military
gompanies., He refewre o the company of Cept. Richard Waldron
{or Waldon) of Dover in about 1750 and in that he liets sbout

42 wmembers of the company and 1lists ell of them excenting
peven as being Quakers. In that list there were 20 of them
whose name was Vorney. There must have bﬁen 8 larpe number
of Yorneve in that leocality.

He then refers to a long list of nemes as Quekers who
ware pembers of the ocompany of Capt. Ztephen Hobertm and in
that company there are four Varneys, including Umphrey ?arnay,
‘probably Humphrey.

For the ashove he refers to W, H. BState Papers,; Vol.

\xxmz pape B6=7, poorly printed and it might be 188.7,




gnildren born probably in We® York States

Zf % W = Jﬁﬁimb

——E T AEI

1I. Abner
I1I, Isasc
IV. Tlizabeth
V. Esther
vIi. Lydia

v, olr, 1768

g
arne .
clr. 1796. 1795

m, Lydia Mattison




From uncopied portions of that Manuseript I find

as follows:

WILLIAM VARNEY (1)

Married Bridget Parsons.

Thelr children were:
Humphrey Varney
Thomas Varney
Rachael Varney

No further reference 1is made to Thomas or Rachael

or their children.

HUMPHREY VARNEY (2)

Married Sarah daughter of "HElder" Edward Starbuck.

Their children were:
John Varney
Peter Varney
Joseph Varney
Abigal Varney
Ebenezer Varney
John Varney

ERENEZER VARNTY (3)

Born at Dover N,H. 1672, dled at Dover Nov., 17, 1753.

Married Mary Otis.
Their Children were;
Mary Varney

Sarah Varney
Steven Varney
Abigal Varney
John Varney
Ebenezer Varney
Nathaniel Varney
Thomas Varney
Judith Varney
Samuel Varney
Martha Varney
Paul Varney
Anne Vgrney

NATHANTIAL VARNEY (4)

Born 1706, died June 9, 1776
Married Content Gaskill of Salem, Mass., 1727

Their children were;
Patience Varney
lyda Varney
0tls Varney
Hisciia Varney
Tavid Varney
Mary Varney

Nathaniel Verney, Jr.

Otis Varney
Silas Varney
David Varney
Bethiah Varney




Born Dover, N, H.
Married Mary Southwick of Salem, 1761
Their Children:

Joslah,VArney

Abner Varney

Isiac Varney

Blizebeth Varney

Estfier Varney

Lydie Varney

JOSIAH VARNEY (6)

Born 1768
Married Lydia Brown of Luzerne N. N., 1795
Their Children:

Hosiah Varney

Russell Verney

Nathaniel Varney

Addison Varney, son of Russell, is reported at FPoultney,
N.¥,, while decendents of Nathaniel are reported at
Wilton, N. Y.

HOSIAH VARNEY (7)

Married Aney Conklin of or near Luzerene N. Y.
Their children:

Bdgar Varney

Reuben Varney

Ransom Varney

Emla Varney (Blowers)

James Varney

Reuben is reported to have a daughter, Mrs. Moore at

Senta Barbara, Calif,

Emla married Thomas Blowers and moved to Ansley, Neb,

where she died. Some of their children were: Anna,

Waterbury, later Hawk, also Ransom and Dessie. ‘
James married Sylvia and they had one daughter.

They lived at St. Mlchael, Neb. |

EDGAR VARNEY (8)

Married Amelia Tiffany of Corinth, N. Y.
5 Their children: i ;
wstlen of Aig  ——— Henrietta (Etta) Varney (quwx@ugg) eldod
¥ s, Millie Varney (g
Cadinelf Casius Varney | A
lavina Varney o
Thomas T. Varney
Seth Varney
James H. Varney
Clara Varney

Etta was my mother.; ../ i3..

Millie married Buggy, with!several children, at Calif.
Casius lives at Thermopolis,Wyo. His son, Xarl, also
is there, His son, Raymond, an aviator of Calif. in
some government service and

Battlie married a newspaper man and lives at
Santa Barbara, Calif,




?&amas T, is at |
Vivian.wdmﬁﬁkwhs rried . ¥ ]
Neb,, and & son, Thomas T, Jr. ; y

Seth P. lived at Ansley for years and latsr Denver and
has Hwo or three boys.

James H. lives at Ansley, where he died. He married
Ogle Russell and have one son, Euclaire, at Broken Bow.
Clara married Albert Galnes and lives in Omaha. Their
children are Rdgar and Amella oy

HENRIETTA VARNEY ARMOUR (9)

Married Josiah A, Armour
Their children:

Ray M. Armouy

Ross A. Armour

Avis A, Armour {(Cadwell)

RAY. M, ARMOUR, (10)

Married E., Gertrude Hall at Broken Bow, Neb.
Thier children: '
Avié Gertrude Armour (Campbell) but she is always
known by the name of Bunnie

BUNNIE ARMOUR CAMPBELL (11)

Married William C. Campbell
Their childred:
William Armour Campbell
Susan Adele Campbell
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From someplace T obtained the/information about the
mother's line.

Edgar Varney, my grand-father, a six footer once told
me that Lydia Brown, the wife of Josiah Varney and the parents
of Hosiah Varney was m six foot two inches tall and that she
was the shortest one of the Brown family. |

From somplace I obtained this information: the mother
of Edzar Varney, Aney Conklin, and her father was Daniel
Conklin, and her mother mother was Eunis Murray., The father
of Bunis Murray was Jasgper Murray, while her mother was

Pitcher, reported to be a descendent of the famous
fdille Pitcher of Revelutionary days.

Grand-mother's name was Tiffany. FHer father's name was
Tiffeny and her mother's name was Arbilla Hogle and
her father was Hesiah Hogle.

My great grand-father Tiffany came from Vermont
and settled at Bfnor lLake, Gorinth, Saratoga County, Ny.
while Arbilla Hogle came from the town of Luzerne, Warran
County, N. Y, and according to a letter I have from John
Bgzleston of Corinth, they lived practically all their
wedded life at their Eleanor lake farm of about 450 acres,
now is Xm a summer gi¥ls' camp in connection with the famous
Skidmore college of Saratoga Springs.

The children of Tiffany and Arbilla Hogle were:
Antionette Tifiany, who married Ezgleston and the
3. John Eggleston who wrote nme
as their son.
His children are Stephen John Eggleston, Jr.
of Corinth, and Calvin B. Eggleston of Sara-
toga Srpings
¥¥X S, john Eggleston, Jr, children are:
Curtis, Thomas Calvin, Meredith, and
érs. Lincoln Soott of Permer, K. Y.

Amelia Tifdny, who married Edgar Varney, our
grand-parents.

Henrietta, Maryette, and Thomas sll died of
diptheria when they were small

Emugene also died
Sally Tiffany, married Joseph Johnson

Calvin B, Tiffany, who married Anna Chesney of
Hapdley, N. Y.

Anna Tiffany, who died at Handley, 1939




